
-

-

' ' 
l . 

:BEFORE THE 

", 
' .1 

J 
·1 

·l 
INTEESTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

I 
' I 

,I 

l 
I 
I 
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RETURN TO Q,UESTIONNAIRE , .. 
l 
t ' 

The Union J?ao ific Railroad Company,·! having made ap-
. I 

plication to the Interstate Commerce ' commission, · under para- ·. 
. ' ''• ; ·, . ' 

graph (18) of section l of . the 1interatatr commerce a.ct, aa 

' amended, for a certificate of public convenience and ·· 

necessity authorizing · the aba.ndonment ' of a branch line of 

railroad known as its Grass Creek :Branch~ which · ex_tends 
( 

from a connection with applicant's Park City Branch at 
I 

·, 

Grass Creek Junction to Grass Creek mine ', a distance of 
f 

5.59 miles,· a.11 in Summit County, Utah, and which is 
I 

particularly described in the applicatiof herei?, which 

application is filed in the office of the Commission in 

Finance Docket No. 9608, hereby affirms that the notice 
. . ' 

the application has been published in the -form prescribed 
. i 

by the Commission, at least on~e du,ing ea.ch · of t~ree con-. 
. I . . . 

secutive ~eeks, in The Summit -~_ounty J3ee
1 
beginning ~~.~h the ·., . .,, . 

( l , 
J. 
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issue of September 15, 1932; tha~ .sai~ new.spa.per is ,of 
.l" 

general circulation in Swnmit c:ounty, Utah, which is the 
. I· . ,:• .. 

only state and county in which the li~e ·of railroad pro-
! . 

posed to be abandoned is situated; and the identified 
I .. , 

newapaper clipping hereto. attached contains a true 

of the notice as published in said newspaper. .The ap- . 
, . , . l 

plicant also submits tho following information required .by · 
,.. , . I :, 

the Connnission: . ! 
1. When the line in question was constructed,· for 

what purpose or purposes, and its history as an operat-· 
ing unit from the·. time -of _con.atruc;:tiori up to the date 
of this return. . . 

ANSW~. -. _Applicant's Park City ·Branch, . extending 
' 

Echo to Park City, -Utah, was built .. by th~ Summit .County 

Railroad Company (referred to ~er~ina.fter a.a the Summ~t), 

· .which was _succeeded in 1881 by the Echo and Park C.ity . 
I 

.Railroad Company (referred, to hereinafter as the Echo & 

Park City), .-which .. was in -turn -· succeeded by the applicant 
' 

. in 1899. That branch was completed •in 1873. In 1880 the , 
I ,· ; 

Summit constructed a spur 3.94 miles long extending from . 
' 

a connection with the Park City Branch a~ Grass · creek 

:tion to certain coal mines known ·as the Church
0

¥ines. 
I . I 

spur was dismantled by the Echo & Park City in '1887 • . In 

1895-1896 The Grass Creek Termina.1 Railway Company '(here-
'· 

inafter called the Terminal Company) utilized the first 
.. I i . 

I 

2.87 miles of the right _of. way· a.nd graded road-bed of that 
. . . . . I .. . . . \ 

old spur in constructing the 5.59 miles of. line now known 
' < • 
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as applicant's Graea Creek Branch. · The 'purpose 
' ' ' ~ .. . . . l .• .. . ... . 

struction was to reach and servo a coal •mino known as the .. 
Grass Creek Mino. The line as thus reconstructed and 

·,t. . ' tended has been in continuous . operation .since 1896 as 
' ' ~ ' ,: ,: ( ' 

indicated in the following tabulation: ·.1- · 

f <P ,~· ~r · i 

By whom operated From 

The Grass Creek Terminal Railway 
Company • ••.•.•••••.•..•••• · ••.••• 

Receivers, Echo and Park City Rail-
way Company. ; ..... ~ ......... -'. ... · · 

Echo and Park City Railway Com~ · · .. 
pany .....•••.• · ..•..••.• · ••. · •.•• · ... 

Union Pacific Railroad Company •• ~. 
Union Fuel Company -(Suocessor to 

The Grass Creak Terminal Rail- ·· 
way Company) ••.••••.••••• ~· .• : .•• · 

Union Pacific Railroad Company •••• 

' 1896 3-l?-:1897 

3~18-1897 4-15-1898 
.. I' . ' ... 
4-16-1898 8-15-1899 
8-16-1899 6-10-1910 

. 6-11-1910 4-30-1915 , 
5-1-1915 Present 

I 

Title to tho right of way and road-bed of tho first 

2.8? miles of tho Grass Crook Branch came to applicant in 

1899 by conveyance from the Ec~o & Park_, City a;long with 

all other railroad property owned by tho lattor. ' The 
' ·I' I 

to the balance of the branch was then in the Terminal Com-· 
; 

pany. The operation of the line by the 1applicant during . I , . 

the period from August 16, 1899, . to June 10, 1910,, was , ,:, i··. 

under a contract with tho Terminal Company which was ·to · 
• I 

I 

run for f i vo yea.re . a.nd theroaf,te~. u~til I cane olled. by _e~ tho·~ . .,: 

party on notice of ninoty days • . Prior to tho termination 
I 
I • ' , 

of that agreement, tho Union Fuel Company sucooeded· to the 
I . 

,. 1 .. 

interest of the Terminal Company in the .property and the . 
I I ! ,. 

' 
resumption of its operation by applicant on May l, . 1915, 

• I . 
. '. ! 
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was under contra.ct with the former. Tha.~ oontra.ot _a.leo ., 
• j ( •• • , ', 1 • , , I • , , 

was to run for five years and thereafter 
1
until terminat.ed . 

on written notice of ninety days. It obligated ·app_licant 

to maintain. the property :but specifically excluded from 
. ~ ,. ~ -• , I . , . l . 

that obligation any general renewal of the rail which 
, . I , ' 

sisted of 56 and 60 pound second-hand rail with which the 
I , ! 
'. . I 

track . had originally been la.id. ,•;· By the · summer of 1922 
. ' ' . ' . . !·. 

rail waa in such condition as to require renewal and 
: . l .. . ' 

applicant insisted. _that if it was to continue 0J5eration 
., ~ l 

the line the replacement must be ma.de with muc~ heayier 

rail. The Mormon Church, which through a .subsidiary 
' l • • • ' ' I '• 

J. ~ ' ~ • 

corporation had in the meantime succeeded to the interest 
. '. I 

of the Union Fuel Company in the property, wa~ not willing 
' to incur the expense .of this necessary renewal and offered 

I 
' ,. 

to convey its interest in the property to applicant for 

the nominal consideration of $1.00 provided applicant 1'ould :· .. 

renew the rail and continue the line in operation. Thia 

offer was a~cepted by applicant and conveyance was 

accordance therewith in 192~. l 
I 

" ! 
' I 

2. The general history of ·any past or existing re-· 
ceivership covering the line. .i j ,, 

ANSWER. A pa.rt of the line under consideration was 
) ' .. ' 

1 

embraced in the property . of the_ Echo & Park City which was ·· . . 

operated . by receivers from March 18, 1897, to April 15, 
I 

. 1898. 

3. The investment cost of the line as shown by the 
applicant's books, stated as nearly as possible accord
ing to the . primary accounts prescribed in the Interstate· 

I 

I 



Pages 5 to 9 Missing 



' 

~-10-

' and during the last two or three years the pi~la.ra of coal 

supporting tho roof in the rear .of the r.1ino have been re- · 

r,1oved and :practically all the ~h-~pments .. for some time ha.Vt} . 

' been ::na.de fror.1 the alack pi;e.: · . • I • 
I 

, 16. The passenger .traffic . handled on the lino in ques-
tidn for each of the fi~e : yeats next preceding the current 
year, giving sepdra.tely the -number of loca.+ and connecting 
line ,paasongers (i{ -the latte~ designatioh is applicable) 
and the revenue d~rivod fro~ each claaa4 ' · 

l 
• I • 

ANSWER. · No :paasongor traffic was handled over the 

Grass Creek Branch during tho period oen~ionod. 

17. If the volume of traffic, freight or passenger, 
or both, has diminished during recont years, any reasons 
which ma.y be. assigned for such decrease. 1 

ANSWER • .. As shown on Exhibit E attached hereto, the 

only traffic poving over thi~ branch during recent yea.re 
I 

has consisted of coal, all of which originated at the 

Grass Creek Mino, and the docrease during recent months 

has been due to the :practical cessation of operations at 

the oine. Seo answer to questions 15 and ,20. 
! 

18. What effort, if any, has been ma.de to dispose of 
the line in question eo ae to insure continued operation. · 

ANSWER. No effort ha.a been made to dispose of the 

line since that has not been regarded as possible. 

19. Opinion of counsel that the proposed abandonment 
is within tho charter powers of the applicant. 

I 

ANSWER. The opinion called for ia attached hereto and 

identified as Exhibit F. 

20. All reasons relied upon in support of the applica
tion. 

ANSWER. Tho solo purposo for which this branch was 
I 

I 
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constructed was to serve the Grass Croak mino and no other .·: 

use for it ha.a developed during the more than
1
~thirty-five 

years of its existence. The Grass Creek oine, which is the 

property of the Mormon Church, has been operated by lessees 

on a royalty basis. All the dovelopment work thereon 

ceased more than a year ago and since that time operations 

in the mine have practically been confined to the removal 
I 

therefrom of the supporting pillars of ·coal preparatory to · 

its abandonment. .Since March of the present year the only .• 

shipments therefrom have consisted of slack coal taken froo 

the slack pile. One of the lessees manages another coa.l . · ... 

mine, known a.a the Weber mine, located :about two miles from 

Coalville and served by applicant by means of a short spur 

froo the latter point. Its coal is of :the same quality as . 

that produced by tho Grass er.eek mine, the freight rates 

are tho same from both mines, and the lessees : of the Grass 

Creek mine have advised applicant that any orders for coal 

which they might have · on hand at any time could readily be . ' 

filled from the Weber mine and that they have no objection 

to tho abandonment of the line here in ; question. The 

presiding Bishop of the Mormon Church, , owner of the Grass 
I • I. 

Creek mine, has advised applicant that i the Church is re-
• I ' I 

c ei ving very little income therefrom and has ·, no obj act ion 
I 

to the proposed abandonment of the .line here in question 

provided notice thereof is given in sufficient time to per-
! r ~ ' \,. ' 

; 

mit the reooval of such slack coal as remains on the · 
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ground. A period of from sixty ,to ninety 
. '' 

indicated as sufficient for that purpose. 

j 

days has ·· been··,·· :. 
~ I \t' ,: \(' ' ,.. I,' 

Applicant ha.a · 
' given definite notice, by letters dated 1Auguat 30, 1932, . 

' 

to both the owner and the lessees of its · intention to 
'· 

abandon the line in question within not : lesa than ni~ety 

days frorJ. August 31 last. Regardless of . that , notice/ if ·. 

this application is granted by the Car.mission, "· applicant 
. I . 

will give the owner and lessees reasonable . time within 

which to remove· such loose coal as is now at the oine 
. t 

available for shipoent before proceeding to abandon 
I 

line or the operation thereof. 
' t , 

There never has beeri any passenger ' service on ·_·this 
. ' I. . I , 

branch line and the ooveraent of freight traffic, which for 
! 

the past several years has consisted entirely of coal pro- .' 
I 

dticed at the raine, has practically ceased and there ia no 

reasonable prospect ,that the~e ever will be sufficient 
,. l .~ 

traffic of any kind to justify .its further operation. No 

leas of traffic will result to ·applicant froo 'its abandon

ment since any coal which could otherwise be expected to · 
. J 

move from the Grass Creek oine will unquestionably be 
! j. . 

supplied by the lessees from the Weber oine, hereinbefore .; ' 
. l . ·, 

referred to, which is also served exclusively .by ,_applica.nt t & 
' ! ' • .' ~• ,-j • • ( I 

rails. To continue the· maintenance and L operation of the··· 
I 
I 

line here in question, tharefore, would . result in wholly 
. : I , 

' 1 "' • ~ 

unnecessary and unjustifiable expense to applicant without .. ~ 

serving any useful purpose, and it is . in 
, I, 

'. 
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j 
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that expense that applicant wishes to discontinue its 
< ' 

operation and .abandon . it. It is obvious from .the foregoing 
I 

recitals that there is no present or. future public con-

venience and necessity to be served by the continued opera~ 

tion and maintenance of the line in question. '• 
• I 

1 

21. A tracing of the original map or a blue print or 
white print of the original tracing on sheets i24 11 x 56 11 

with plain lined rJargins, the inside dimensions of which 
shall be 23" x 55 11 , drawn to a. scale of 1 11 equals ,200' or 
l" :.~qtials 400', showing the location and route cf the 
line affected. by the proposed abandonment, with its re
lation, within the liLlits of the sheet, : to other rail
roads and other common carriers . in the same territory. 
Also a skeleton index or route map, drawn to a sea.le of 
not less than t" equals 1 mile, ·on which shall -be shown 
the line proposed to be abandoned, with its relation to 
other railroads or other common carriers that are within 
20 mil ea on either side thereof and which shall be shown 
at any convenient place on the first sheet of the map 
described above, if desired, or on a separate sheet .of 
the dimensions given above, all to be substantially in 
accordance with Map Order., so called, pertaining to steam 
railway carriers, made and entered by the Commission under 
date of January 12, 1914, and modified and supplemented 
by Valuation Orders Nos. five (5), six (6), and twenty-
three (23). · · . , 

(Provided maps drawn to other specifications than 
those outlined in this paragraph have been prepared by 
applicant prior to receipt of this Q,uestionna.ire., such 
maps may be submitted for consideration, and if approved 
by the Comr.iission may be substituted for the maps re-
quired under this para.graph.) ; · 

I • I, , 

ANSWER. Attached hereto and identified as Exhibit G 

is a white print alignment I:lB.l) of the line in .·question 
' ' I ,. . 

on a sea.le of 1 11 equals 400', and also attached hereto and · , 
identified as Exhibit His a general map on a. scale of 1 11 

· equals 8 milea showing the relation of the line 
. .' l 

to other railroads in the ea.tie territory. 
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