












































































































































I 

THE MAGNET 
Tonnage Mined - Iron Ore 

MINER 

PIONEER EFFORTS 1952 -to- 1888 

Float ore was picked up in the foothills of Granite Mountain 

and Three Peaks nearest to Cedar City and on the Southwest 

flank of Iron Mountain near the site of Iron City. 

II COLUMBIA STEEL COMPANY 1923 -to- 1926 

Mined from the Pioche Mine for the new blast furnace 

constructed just south of Provo, Utah. 

III UT AH IRON ORE CORPORATION 1924 -to- 1936 

Mined from claims owned by the Milner Family and the 

Colorado Fuel and Iron Company. 

A. High grade ore sold for flux to various foundries and 

smelter, 134,000 net tons. 

B. Sold to Columbia Steel Company, which became U.S. 

Steel Corp. after 1929, 1,500,000 N.T. 

C. Mined from Colorado Fuel and Iron property for the 

C.F.& I. furnace at Minnequa, Colo., 778,350 net tons. 

IV HELENE E. BEATTY 1937 -to- 1960 

Shipped high grade flux ore all over the United States from 

float ore and mined ore on and around the Great Western 

claim on the south flank of Three Peaks. Some of the local 

men hired to hand pick ore were Trenton Jones, Dee and 

Ross Woolsey, Jack Berry and sons, and Ellis and Aubra 

Lambeth. 
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NET TONS 

1,000 

613,000 

2,412,000 

234,000 



THE MAGNET 
Tonnage Mined - Iron Ore 

MINER 

V COLUMBIA IRON MINING COMPANY 1936 -to-1980 
(Subsidiary of U.S. Steel Corporation) 

A. Processed at the Iron Mountain Plant from the Black 
Hawk, Pinto and burke ore bodies ... . 28,872,000 N.T. 

B. Processed at the Desert Mound Plant from the Short 
Line, Desert Mound, Pioche and Mountain Lion ore 
bodies .............. . ........... 27,152,000 N.T. 

VI UTAH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 1943 -to- 1984 
(Name changed three times to B.H.P.-Utah International) 

A. FOR COLORADO FUEL AND IRON COMPANY 
FROM C.F.& I. PROPERTY 1943 -to- 1984 

I. Processed at the Iron Mountain Plant from the 
Duncan and Blow Out ore bodies, 1943 -to- 1968 
.... . ..... . . . . . . . ........... 10,600,000 N.T. 

2. Processed at the Comstock Plant from several 
C.F.&l.claims, 1954-to-1981 .. . 18,886,000N.T. 

TOTAL C.F.& I. 29,486,000 N.T. 

FROM THE IRON SPRINGS PLANT FOR SALE TO: 

I. U.S. Steel Geneva Steel Plant 
1958 -to - 1981 ............... 13,200,000 N.T. 

2. Kaiser Steel Company and many other customerms, 
1944 -to- 1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 0,070,000 N.T. 

TOTAL IRON SPRINGS ...... . . 23,270,000 N.T. 
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NET TONS 

56,024,000 

52,756,000 
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II 
Ill 
IV 
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VI 

THE MAGNET 
Tonnage Mined - Iron Ore 

MINER 

PIONEER EFFORTS 
COLUMBIA STEEL COMPANY ........ . .......... . 
UT AH IRON ORE CORPORATION ................ . 

HELENE E. BEA TTY .. .. .. .. .................... . 

UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION .......... . 

UTAH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY .............. . 

ESTIMATED TOTAL IRON ORE MINED 1852-1984 ....... . 

Tonnage Mined - Waste Material 
ITEMS I, II , 111 , AND IV . . ............................. . 

V UNITED ST ATES STEEL CORPORATION .......... . 
(Waste removed estimated at one cubic yard per net ton of 

ore mined and a weight ratio of two tons per cubic yard.) 

VI UNITED CONSTRUCTION COMPANY .. ....... ... . 

(Waste, not including rejects from beneficiation plants, 

estimated at 1.5 cubic yards per ton of ore shipped and two 

tons per cubic yard.) 

ESTIMATED TOTAL TONS OF WASTE REMOVED 1936-1984 .... 

TOT AL IRON ORE AND WASTE REMOVED IN THE PINTO 
AND IRON SPRINGS MINING DISTRICTS IN IRON 

COUNTY, UTAH ... . ................................ . 

NET TONS 

1,000 
613,000 

2,412,000 
234,000 

56,024,000 
52,756,000 

112,040,000 

NONE 
112,048,000 

156,268,000 

268,316,000 

380,356,000 

NOTE: Records do not exist that will provide an exact figure of material mined by ore body 

nor by company. Records were kept as long tons , short tons, net tons, or just tons 

which add to the confusion. Sufficient information was found to provide an accep

table total for the 132 year period of mining activity. Apportionment by Company 

and Area were estimated as reasonably as possible. For clarity figures herein are 

reported on a net ton basis, 2,000 pounds per ton. 
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THE MAGNET 
Total Material Mined For 

U.S. Steel's Utah Operations 

The United States Steel Corporation's Utah Steel Making Facilities including both 
the Ironton and the Geneva Plant, form the basis for this story, particularly the 
economic aspect. Therefore to complete the picture the iron ore pellets from 
Wyoming must be added to the furnace ore from Utah to show the total 
consumption. 

Iron Ore 

MINER 

A. Iron Ore Used At The Ironton And Geneva Furnaces .... 
From 1923 -to-1984 

1. From Mines in Iron County, Utah ... 71,337,000 N.T. 

a. From U.S. Steel's mines ......... 56,024,000 N.T. 
b. From Utah Construction's mines. . . . 13,200,000 N.T. 
c. Other Mines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,113,000 N.T. 

2. From U.S. Steel's Atlantic City Iron Ore Taconite Plat in 
Fremont County, From 1962 -to- 1984.. 33,162,000 N.T. 

Waste Material Moved 
Waste Material Listed Here Will Be That Required To Pro
vide The Above Tonnage Of Iron Ore And Taconite Pellets 
(Pellets From 1962 -to- 1984) . .......... . ...... .... . 

1. From Utah mines over burden and side stripping 

. . .................... ....... .. 151 ,648,000NT 

2. From Wyoming mine overburden, side stripping and tail

ings from the concentrating plant ... 200,916,000 N.T. 

TOTAL MINING MATERIAL HANDLED FOR UTAH 
STEEL MAKING PROCESS FROM 1936 -to- 1984 ..... 
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NET TONS 

104,499,000 

352,564,000 

457,563,000 



THE MAGNET 
Mining Aftermath 

The 380,356,000 net tons of material dug, moved and redistributed during 

one hundred twenty-eight years ( 1852 -to- 1980) of iron mining activity left its 

mark. It began when the first Mormon Pioneers began digging here and there 

by hand, and practically ended when the United States Steel Corporation closed 

down the Geneva Plant in 1986. The iron ore was utilized at many places in the 

United States and some was even shipped to Japan. 

The first visual affects of this activity would likely be where trees were 

chopped down and holes were dug for the purpose of locating mining claims 

and doing assessment work. This would occur after the Federal Mining Law 

was enacted in 1872. Some of the early claims would be the Blackbird, Federal 

Survey No. 57 located at the north end of the Three Peaks country; The Desert 

Mound, Survey No. 38, on the southwest flank of Granite Mountain; the Black 

Magnetic, No. 54 on the west side of Iron Mountain; the Duncan, Survey No. 3 7 

and the Blowout No. 44 which was patented in 1879 and located on the south 

side of Iron Mountain. Eventually the Iron Belt some 15 miles long and 3 miles 

wide was well prospected, covered with claim locations and pocked with 

trenches, holes, shafts and tunnels used for exploration and development work. 

This was followed with roads or trails all over, built for survey crews and 

drill sites. After drilling, a mining pit could be designed. The outline of the pit 

was marked on the ground surface and all vegetation was cleared off over the 

pit area. Stripping and mining activities could then begin. 

As mining progressed railroads were constructed, wide haulage roads were 

built for haulage trucks, large pits or holes were dug and many waste dump 

mountains were left. Large areas were denuded of trees and other plants. But 

being the desert country that it is, the trees had little value except for firewood 

that the "Clean Air Fanatics" don't want burned and other plants were not the 

best of forage for livestock. 

The original ground surface may have been changed radically, but not all 

for the worst. The waste dumps are being overgrown with native plants and 

grasses and unexpectedly most of the mined pits contain year-round water used 

and appreciated by birds, wild game and domestic livestock. The large pit in 

Wyoming is now a good sized lake about 300 feet deep and a fine fishing spot. 

62 



THE MAGNET 
Mining Aftermath 

Millions of dollars in wages were paid to hundreds of employees, who by 

1985 were being paid the highest wage rates in the United States if not in the 

world. 
Not always fairly assessed, but more millions of tax dollars were collected 

by every existing taxing authority. Though not always used wisely, the taxes 

contributed to better school conditions, hospitals, road improvements and other 

social activities. 
There seems to be no question but that the many benefits accrued from this 

iron mining industry, have far offset any undesireable consequences. It is doubt

ful that anyone looking west 20 miles from Cedar City, Utah will ever see 

anything like it again. Case closed December 31, 1990. 
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