BEFORE THE
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

Finance Docket No.: 9608 |

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD - »p’v
COMPANY FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND 5
NECESSITY

i

RETURN TO QUESTIONNAIRE |

The Union Pacific Railroad Company,?having.made ap-
plication to the Interstate Commerce Commission, under para;f
graph 18) of section 1 of the interstate commerce act as
amended, for a certificate of public convenience and
necessity authorizing the abandonment"of:a branch line of.?ﬂ
railroad known as its Grass Creek Branch, which extends
from a connection with applicant's Park_éity Branch at
Grass Creek Junction to Grass Creek mine; a disfance of.

5.59 miles, all in Summit County, Utah, and whiﬁh is more ;3“*‘
particularly described in the épplicatioh hereih ‘which f
application is filed in the office of the Commission in f 'i_
Finance Docket No. 9608, hereby affirms that the notice of f;:'~t
the application has been published in the-form prescribed

by the Commission, at least onQe during each'of‘th:ee con- } i'

secutive weeks, in The Swmmit County Bee beginning with the
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Sy i :
issue of September 15,1932 ; that said newspaper ie of ’
general oirculation in Summit County, Utah which ie the :

only state and county in whioh the line of railroad pro- s

f'ﬁ
Vs

posed to be abandoned is situated~ and the identified

newspaper olipping hereto attached oontains a true copy

of the notioe as published in said newspaper. The ap-

plioant also submits the following information required by fi;"

the Commission: :

l. When the line in question was constructed, for
what purpose or purposes, and its history as an operat-
ing unit from the time of construotion up to the date
of this return. ; ! ‘

ANSWER. Applicant's Park City'Branch,.extending fromAgrf_
Echo to Park City, Utah, was built by the Summit County =
Railroad Company (referred to hereinafter as the Summit) ,

which was succeeded in 1881 by}the Echo and Park City

‘Railroad Company (referred to hereinafter as the Echo &

Park City),.whioh was in turn succeeded by the applioant
in 1899. That branch was completed in 1873. In 1880 the . <ﬂ7

Summit constructed a spur 3.94 miles long extending from gp?eT

a connection with the Park City Branch at Grass Creek Juno-;f:,'
tion to certain coal mines known‘as the Church Mines., That%%ge
spur was dismantled by the Echo & Park City in 1887.- £
1895-1896 The Grass Creek Terminal Railway Company (here—,
inafter called the Terminal Company) utilized the firet‘n' »
2.87 miles of the right of way and graded Toad-bed of that -

old spur in constructing the 5.59 miles of.line‘now known{




cal ,
as applicant's Grass.Creek Br;hoh. The purpose of the oon-
gtruction was to reach and serve a coal mine known as the
Grass Creek Mine. The line as thus reoonstruoted and ex-:;
tended has been in oontinuous operation since 1896 as
indicated in the following tabulation.‘gy | L
' ; D é‘}‘i 5;1
By whom operated ’ , ! From To

|
(4

The Grass Creek Terminal Railway bhad ; B
Company. ® 0 8 P 0 % S S 0L B L e 1 : 1896 5 17 1897 ™ ;
Receivers, Echo and Park City Rail- : ; /

WAy COmPRNY <& sut dat sy oo A 3-18-1897 4- 15-1898;i3  ‘Q

Echo and Park City Railway Com~-

PRNY. L Ee e M e el e 1 610 908! Ba1541800 SR

Union Pacific Railroad Company.... 8-16-1899 6-10-1910 . . b
Union Fuel Company (Successor to o St e O R
The Grass Creek Terminal Rail-

WEY COMPEILY) s v v oo nononnsnsnnness 6-11-1910 4-30-1915  +

Union Pacific Railroad Company.... 5- 1~ 1915 Present

Title to the right of way and road-bed of the first
2.87 miles of the Grass Creek Branch came to applicant in‘{
1899 by conveyance from the Echo & Park City along with
all other railroad property owned by tho latter. The titleér
to the balance of the branch was then in the Terminal Com-'or
rany. The operation of the line by thejapplioant duringr ;k
the period from August 16, 1899, to June 10, 1910 was

under & contract with the Terminal Company whloh was to

run for fivoe yoars and theroafter until oanoolled by eithorfé e
party on notice of ninoty days. Prior to the termination 5ﬁf"w
of that agreement, the Union Fuel Company succoeded to the. }lf‘

interest of the Terminal Company in the property and thev'@gff

resumption of its operation by applicant on Mﬁ?‘l;;1915,_4ﬂ"
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was under contract with the former; Thet contract aleo
was to run for five years end thereafter until termineted;
on written notice of ninety daye. It obligated applicantf
to maintain the property but epeozfically excluded from y,‘
that obligation any general renewal of the rail which con-rfki”
sisted of 56 and 60 pound second-hand rail with which the S5

track had originally been leid By the: summer of 1922 the'ﬁ;ﬂ
rail was in such oondition as to require renewel end

applicant insisted that if it was to oontinue operetion of ?;;_

the line the replacement must be mede with much heavier
rail. The Mormon Church whioh through a. subsidiary “
corporation had in the meantime suoceeded to the interest h
of the Union Fuel Company in the property, wee not willing‘aiu
to incur the expense of this necessary renewal and.offered,gtv
to convey its interest in the property to epplioant for i :
the nominal consideration of $1.00 provided applicent would
renew the rail and continue the line in operation.i Thie
offer was accepted by applicant and conveyance was mede;iny:ffﬁ
accordance therewith in 1923.'“ | :

2. The general history of any past or exreting re- ;A?G?f
ceiverehip covering the line. , AR

ANSWER. A part of the line under oon51deration was'
embraced in the property of the Echo & Park City whlch Was{ﬁﬁrtl
operated by receivers from Maroh 18, 1897, to April 15, e
. 1898, ‘ : \ f | :
3. The investment coet“of.the line ee ehowh by‘the'

eapplicant's books, stated as nearly as possible accord-
ing to the primary accounts prescribed in the Interstate

|
UL
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and during the last two or three years the pillars of coal
supporting the roof in the rear of the mine have been re-
rioved and practically all the gh;pmentsnfor some time have
been made from the slack piieg

16. The passenger traffic,handled'on the line in ques-
tion for each of the five years next preceding the current
year, giving sepdrately the ‘number of local and connecting
line passengers (if -the lattet designation is applicable)
and the revenue derived from each class¢ '

ANSWER.  No passengor traffic was handled over the

.Grass Creek Branch during the period mentioned.

17. If the volume of traffic, freight or passcnger,
or both, has diminished during recent years, any reasons
which may be assigned for such decrease.

ANSWER.. As shown on Exhibit E attached hereto, the
only traffic moving over this branch during recent years
nas consisted of coal, all of which originated at the

Grass Creek Miné, and the decrease during recent months

has béen due to the practical cessation of operations at

' the mine. See answer to questions‘15 and 20,

18, What effort, if any, has been made to dispose of
the line in question so as to insure continued operation.

ANSWER. No effort has been made to dispose of the
line since that has not been regarded as possible.

19, Opinion of counsel that the proposed abandonment
is within the charter powers of the applicant.

ANSWER. The opinion called for is attached'hereto and
identified as Exhibit F. |

20, All reasons relied upon in support of the applica~
tion. : X i ; | : . % el e

ANSWER. ' The sole purpose for which this branch was
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constructed was to serve the Gfeee Cresk mine'and»no otﬁerfei
use for it has developed during the mofe than“thirty?five;fie
years of its existence. The Grass Creek mine; which is_thel
property of the Mormon Church, has been operated by lessees
on a royalty basis. All the development work thereon
ceased more than a year ago and since that time operationS':
in the mine have practically been confined to the removalve
therefrom of the supporting pillars ef‘coel preparatory t§} '
its abandonment. Since March of the present year the thyq
shipments therefrom have consisted of slack coal taken from
the slack pile. One of the lessees manages another coal |
mine, known as the Weber mine, located about two miles from
Coalville and served by applicant by means of a short spur
from the latter point. Its coal is of the same quality as
that produced by the Grass Creek mine, the freight rates
are the same from both mines,’and the iesseee,of the Grass
Creek mine have advised applicant that any‘ordere for coal"
which they might have on hand at any‘time could readily be
filled from the Weber mine and that they have no objection
to the abandonment of the line here in question. The
presiding Bishop of the Mormon Church, owner of the Graee:ﬁ
Creek mine, has advised applicant thet_the Church'is re- igC
ceiving very little income therefrom and has no objection‘}
to the proposed abandonment of the line here in question j5
bProvided notice thereof is given in eufficient time to pei-

mit the renoval of such slack coal as remains on the




ground. A period of from eixty to ninety days haa been
indicated as sufficient for that purpose. Appllcant hae‘“f?& gt
given definite notice, by.lettere dated.August‘ao";?32.1};“ :
to both the owner and the lessees of ite'intenﬁion‘to '

abandon the line in question within not!less than ninety '

days from August 31 last. Regardless of that:hotice,'ifL*f?ffw
this application is granted bybthe Commieeicn;%applicant‘eﬁ
will give the owner and lessees reasonacle.tiﬁe w;thin_‘ffi_;i
which to remove such loose coal as is now at the mine,r
available for shipment before proceeding to abendcn the
line or the operation thereon ‘

There never has been en& peesenger service on”thie’
branch line and the novement of freight trafflc which for
the past several years has con51eted entlrely of coal pro-f'
duced at the mine, has practically ceased and there is no.j”
reasonable prospect that there ever wili be aﬁfficient.cff?v:
traffic of any kind to Justify its further operation., Noe;fﬂ'
loss of traffic will result to applicant fron its abandon-riﬁu
nent since any coal which could otherwise be expected tc‘"u'AA
move from the Grass Creek mine will unquestionably be :Eﬁﬂfﬁ
supplied by the lessees from the Weber mlne hereinbefore
referred to, which is also served exclusively by applicant'
rails, To continue the maintenance and,operation of‘theﬂ,;;t'”
line here in question, thérefcre, wouldjresult'invwhoiiy‘;?Eg"
unnecessary and unjustifiable expense tc'applicant withoﬁtfﬁ

serving any useful purpose, and it is in order to avo;d‘"lw'
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that expense that applicant wishes to d;scontiﬁue itg |
operation and abandon it. It is obvioug from‘the fbregoihg';
" recitals that there is no present or future public Cone &
venience and necessity to be éerved by the continued °Pera; 1
tion and maintenance of the line in question. = o

2l. A tracing of the original map or a blue print or
white print of the original tracing on sheets 24" x 56" '
with plain lined margins, the inside dimensions of which =
shall be 23" x 55", drawn to a scale of 1" equals .200' or
1" gquals 400', showing the location and route of the ‘
line affected by the proposed abandorment, with its re-
lation, within the limits of the sheet, to other rail-
roads and other common carriers in the samne territory.

Also a skeleton index or route map, drawn to a scale of
not less than 4" equals 1 mile, on which shall be shown .
the line proposed to be abandoned, with its relation to |
other railroads or other common carriers that are within
20 miles on either side thereof and which shall be shown

o at any convenient place on the first sheet of the map
described above, if desired, or on a separate sheet of
the dimensions given above, all to be substantially in
accordance with Map Order, so called, pertaining to steam
railway carriers, made and entered by the Commission under
date of January 12 1914, and modified and supplemented
by Valuation Orders Nos. five (5), six (6), and twenty-
three (23).

(Provided maps drawn to other spec;fications than
those outlined in this paragraph have been prepared by
applicant prior to receipt of this Questionnaire, such 5
maps may be submitted for consideration, and if approved
by the Commission may be substituted for the maps re=-
quired under this paragraph.)

ANSWER. Attached hereto and identified as Exhibit,G 2l
is a ﬁhite print alignment map of the line in‘quqstion drawn
on a scale of 1" equals 400', and also attachéd hereto andLi'i
- identified as Exhibit H is & generai mab on a scale of l" t%!
equals 8 miles showing the relation of the line in questlon fe

to other railroads in the same terrltory. ) 'g
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