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These pages were a small part of a larger document
of testimonies given at the abandonment hearing for
the Grass Creek Branch, and were copied at the Utah
State Archives in September 1987 from files that
were indexed as "ICC Files."
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you prepared? !
Yes sir, b S e SRk S R e e :

It was prepared under fourisupervisi;n?‘ fﬁwﬁféfgﬁ s
Yee sir, | 5
Is it correct?
It is,

State briefly just what that exhibit oovers? fﬁ?*“£; 

> O o D e LD P,

shipped from the Grass Oreek Branoh.

Q . During what period? AT R NS e e BAE g AR Uﬂﬁiﬂgf %%{f

A -That is for the years 1937 to 1931, inclusive, and ten

months, January lst to October 31lst, 1933, 1nclusi#e.i
- Mre Anderson: We offer Applicant's exhibit 3 1n evidence.
' Com, Corfman: If there is no objeotion, the offer will be

received,

(The statement previously marked "Applicant's Exhibit .

- No. 3, Witness Tribble, for 1dentification,“ waéfre4f“

ceived in evidence and is forwarded herewith.,)

Q (By Mr, Anderson) Mr. Tribble, cailing your attention'tot

this exhibit, can you state for 1987.th§ totalénumbér"offcargf” .

shipped from Grass Creek?

A ' Two hundred and seven carg, '/ “iin S in EGLERE e

That is an average of how many per month? E" ; f“f?fiﬁﬁ?*

Q
A Of approximately seventeen per month,
Q

About & half a car per day?t = - ”"ff 'Nfﬁ3f"'ﬂ

That covers the number of cars and tons of commeroial coal
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A About a half a car per day,

Q What have you to aay with respect to the year 1988?.

A A total of three hundred thirty-five cars ehipped wh1oh
is an average of twenty-eight cars per month° that is 1eas
than one car per day. »

Q And in 192397

A A total of two hundréd ten cars shipped, an gverage‘of
eighteen per month, less than one car per day.,

Q And 19307 . | 1

A A total of three hundred fiftyethrée cars, an aiéfage of
twenty-nine per month, and about one per day, = . '}
Q In 19317 |

A A total of two hundred forty-three cars, an average of i

twenty cars per month, less than one par‘day,

Q And this exhibit for 1933 covers thelfirst ten months of
10321 - bors den i i,

A That is one hundred thirty cars, that 1is about thirteen
per month, an average of thirteen per month lese &han one per
day. |

Q I notice in this,exhibif,'Mr. Tribble, thereare so@e months
not shown; what does that indicate? | i g bt g,
A That there were no shipments made @uring‘those months,

Q Referring now, Mr. Tribblé, t; the:accumulatéd défiqif of

some forty thousand dollars you have_teatified.about,bwhaﬁ‘~_‘"

“effect would continued operation of the Branch have upoﬁ dther

A
g
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A Almost directly south, yes sir, .

:
g

'Q How far is Grasé Creek Jﬁngfion from Coplville, Utah?;}

A It is 2,3 miles. - S e ol

Q What is the length of the Grass Creek Brgnéh?'

A 5,59 miles, | |

Q That represents the distance from Giass‘drgek Junction to
Grass Creek proper? . .

A Yes sir, ; s | :-{ -,‘ . gﬁ‘; i
*Q The length of the line?
A Yes sir,

Q Do you know whether or not that also represents the total .
miles of track on the Branch? L

A No sir; there are .46 miles of sideftracks.

Q By "side tracks", what do you mean?.

A Mine tracks and tipple tracks'at the mine,

Q@ There are no side tracks for trains to‘pass'on between
Grass Creek Jgnction and Grass Creek, are theref,ii-.a-

A No sir,

Q About what is the grade of the Grass Creek Brangh,_from
Grass Creek Junction to the end of thé,line?% ‘
A About 4 per cent, I think between three and fou:iper;qqnt.
I don't know exactly, but it is in that neighborhodd.?”i¢' f
Q  Does the Grass Creek Branch line paia11e1 th§ mainiipérf
running in an easterly direction? 1 ‘ e

A Yes sir. Foo e %

o




top of the mine,

Q

Q
A
Q
A
Q

The Grass Oreek Fuel COmpany,*Mr.‘J.’H. Robprts; Manégei;

What 1s your understanding as to the’pioposed'abandqnmeht ?’”

of this mine?

A

ago, and for some time they have been remov1n8 coal from the-;,7 

support pillare, preparatory to its abandonment.

Q

A
Q
A

_Is there another coal branch running;out ofiCoalville??; f 

I‘understand development work ceased about fifteen months}

Yes sir, i v RS e Ll

That is called what? LT Al e h5%7 

% } i B : : R R T

Do you know for what purpose this branch was originélly
constructed? ( ; Sa
A It was originally‘oonatfuéted to serve thé;Giase greeﬁ%ﬂoély
Mine, V 5 T LAk : | ' "? | ,
Q Do you know if anything elée has dévelopedfsinoﬁfthafifimef-.. 
A No sir, | : b'v‘ e
-Q. Other than the coal business? 2 e -
A - Nothing in the past thirty-five yeara. %
Q Do you know who owns the coal properties? i
A The coal property is owned by the Zions Beourit;es Corporar
tion, ' | :
0f Balt Lake City? e el
Salt Lake Oity, s g et R
Do you know who th; lessee of the mine is? &

RGeS A B e I R R o e R
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Q (By Com., Corfman) Give'your‘full’name.
Js Hy, Roberts, ‘

Where do you reside?

> O

At Coalville, Utah, . LSRR L
What is your business?
Manager of the Grass Creek Fuel Company ,

Now, you may proceed'to make your statement?

> O > ©O©

Operating the mine and the line in question, I want to
say first of all, in fairness to Mr, Amcs, that at fhe ﬁime
he first epoke of this abandonment I told him that under
the conditions that existed at that time, we could not and :
would not offer any objectiona because the tonnage d;d not i,
Justify even operating, As a matter of fact, we hadjhot?”
operated the mine since March the 27th.up to the time‘thcf
Mr, Amos first spoke to me, {de |

Q(Mr. Anderson) That was in July, about? i ~ﬂf‘~i;}gw

R R AR RN

s s S X e e

A That was the firet part of July‘of'phis year;5and<duringl~‘ e

April we shipped one car of coal that had been loaded the last
day we operated, and had made no'furthe: shipments during that

»

time,

The coal in the Coalville District is of a very soft nature, |

and, like all other coale, has its peculiar characteristicc.
Coals, like men, have their place where they can make good :

and where they fail. The Coalville Coal 15 particularly s

adopted for use as powdered fuel and 1s burned aa cdch by
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the Union Portland Cement Company at 1te plant at Devile slide.'
On account of the eoftneee of the ooal we have 8 very large
percentage of elaok coal, and on aocount of the large per—'
centage of slack ooal even though the mining coete he as 1ow
as in mostmines in other dietriote, the eelling prioe for

each size muet be a little higher 1n order to equalize, or ;

on an average selling price,f;“:' Tl ol Aiﬂi';ﬁ ;

Let me state this, that if we get a bigger pezoentage of
coal that sells at a very low price, and a smaller percentaée
of the higher priced gradee, 1n order to meet the operating
coete we must have a little higher price for eaoh grade,fflhe
result is thie, that the mine for many yeare hae practioally
been limited on a tonnage baeie to the slack conaumption of
the Union Portland Cement Company at Devils Slide, ?

From July the 1st, 1931, up to June the 1et of. 1933, the
Oement Company at Devils Slide did not operate. Durlng that
period of eleven months we_were putting on the gronnd 40 per
oent’ of our production, whloh'nae all of the”elaok.v Then e
they commenced operation, and we were ehipping them elaok
that had been produoed during that time, and we had very :
little hope that it was going to last more than two or three,
months. Those were the conditions at the time that I told
Mr. Amos that we could not or WOuld not be Juetified 1n b

offering any resistance to the abandonment of the traok.

Since that time, as stated by Mr. Amos, to our happy eurprise,'
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I might say, I might say the Union Portland Oement Oampaﬁy waéi o
able to secure a small portion of tne cement requirements at '%
the Boulder Dam, and instead of operating for two or three’A“:
months, as the 1ndicationa were at that time, they are still
operating, and in alllprobability will have at least another
two months, with the probability of securing possibly sbme
additional business in connection with the Bonldér Dam.coh—‘
struction. | | _ | ‘
As stated by Mr. Amos, we hava.done no development woikiy”i”-
at the Grass Oreek Mine for about fifteen monthé;f Dﬁring ‘,
that time we have been extracing SOme:piiiars, hbpéfui??hgfﬁ?“
something would materialize where the Cement CoMpény”woﬁld‘be‘
operating, and we could continue at leastfoh 8 pafing‘baéig,
and even better than that, because we are indebted to oﬁr" |

workmen for wages. Weare two months behind on their wages

and other current accounts, as well as some 1ndebtednesé‘to i,

SR AR e i e

the owners of the land which we are operating under a lease.

We have left in that mine I would say oonservatively one i
hundred sixty thousand tons of pillars in close proximity?i :%:L'é
to the tipple. Some of them are quite 1arge pillars, and . '
the question might be raised, why were those pillara left

there for so many years without extracting this cheap‘coal.,{fr
The answer is that they were so.situated in’cloééQprdxiﬁity,a“

in fact directly under the camp, the railroad traoks, and

of a neoeasity, they had to be left there until the final com—‘
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