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With the recent interest in On30 mod-
eling, I’m often asked if there were proto-
type 30-inch gauge railroads. The answer
is a resounding “Yes!” In this and subse-
quent installments of “Along the Narrow
Gauge,” I’ll cover a number of these “sub-
slim” gauge lines in both words and pho-
tos.

American 30-inch gauge railroads
were generally built for mining, logging,
and industrial use. However, a few of
them were common carriers. These roads
used a number of small Shays from Lima,
and rod locomotives from Porter, Bald-
win, and Vulcan. They did not roster large
locomotives such as C-16 2-8-0’s or K-27
2-8-2’s.

Thirty-inch gauge lines ranged from
Western logging and mining roads to
Louisiana and Hawaiian sugar plantation
lines hauling cane with tiny Forneys. One
High Sierra “logger” used both geared
and rod locomotives at a sawmill at the
top of an incline. Several other 30-inch
gauge lines, such as the Cortez Mines,
Ltd. and the Eureka Mill Railroad each
had only a single, small Porter 0-4-0T.

I will begin this series with a little-
known Utah mining railroad that was one
of the “granddads” of 30-inch gauge lines
in the U.S. - The Crescent Tramway that
belonged to The Crescent Mining and
Milling Company. But first I will briefly de-
scribe the history of the railroads that pre-
ceded it in this area of Utah.

In 1872 ,  prospector Rector Steed
stumbled across an  outcropping of almost
pure silver in what was later named On-
tario Canyon, some 30  miles east of the
Mormon capital of Salt Lake City, Utah.
The mining camp of Park City soon
sprang-up in a nearby valley.

Unlike the rest of Utah, which was un-
der the influence of the Mormons (also
known as Latter Day Saints), Park City

(text continued on page 50)
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THE TWO
CRESCENT TRAMWAY SHAYS

Lima c.n. 130 (MAUD WITHEY)
was shipped by Lima to Dyer &
White for the Crescent Tramway at
Park City, Utah, on May 14, 1885.
She was 30-inch gauge, had 8x8
cylinders, and 24-inch drivers. In
1891 she became Crescent Mining
Co. #1 . Later sold to Newell
Brothers Lumber Co., in Braucher,
West Virginia where she was
converted to 3-foot gauge. (Note
that Michael Koch omitted #1 30
from the list of Shays in his book,
Shay Locomotives.)

Lima c.n. 339 (PROSPECTOR)
was completed by Lima on April 7,
1 891 for the Crescent Mining Co.,
Park City, Utah as their #2. She was
30-inch gauge, had 9x8  cylinders,
and 26-inch drivers. Sold to Kirby
Lumber Co. Steep Creek, Texas, as
their #34, and converted to 3-foot
gauge. Sold to Desha Lumber Co.,
Lake Providence, Louisiana on June
24, 1920, and scrapped in February
1925.

•I

The Crescent Tramway
was originally mule-
powered and ran on 1 6-
pound rail. Here is a
similar scene taken in
the 1880s at the Ontario
Silver Mining Co. near
Park City, Utah.
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(text continued from page 48)

became a town with more saloons and
bawdy houses than any other town in the
territory.

Several 3-foot gauge railways were
planned for the area. The narrow gauge
Summit County Railroad was built in
1872  and 1873.  It ran from Echo City (on
the newly completed Union Pacific Rail-
way’s transcontinental route) 6 miles
south to Coalville, some 21  miles north of
Park City. The SC  Railroad hauled coal
from the low-grade coal banks at
Coalville.

The UP purchased the SC  in 1877 ,
converting it to standard gauge as the
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Above: Number 1 30, MAUD
WITHEY, rolls over a trestle with
a train of empty ore cars and
mine props for the Crescent Mine.
This view was taken in 1886 or
1887 by famed photographer
Charles R. Savage.

Left: Number 130 clings to the hill-
side at Rocky Point above Park City
(in the distant background) on the
way to the mines on Crescent Ridge
in late 1880s. The grade at this
point averaged 460 feet per mile.
Photo by Charles R. Savage.
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Left: Crescent Mining Company #2
(PROSPECTOR) heads upgrade to the
mine with nine ore cars and a miner's
car in the early 1890s.

By 1882 ,  E. P. Ferry, of Grand
Haven, Michigan, consolidated a num-
ber of small mining claims in Thaynes
Canyon as  the Crescent Mining Compa-
ny. Ferry already owned the Utah Mine,
located on  Crescent Ridge.

The Crescent Mining Company im-
mediately “struck it rich” when the Re-
bellion Tunnel was driven into the face
of an ore body some 30  feet wide on
one side of Pinion Ridge. The Snowflake
Tunnel came in from the opposite side
of the ridge, and tapped equally rich ore.
It is believed that the two tunnels actual-

ly hit the same silver lode, as their head-
ings were only 900 feet apart.

In 1883,  the Crescent Mining Compa-
ny contracted with F. H. Dyer to build the
Crescent Tramway from the mines to the
Crescent Mining Sampler plant in Park
City. Dyer was to deliver 60  tons of ore
per day for 3 years, after which time he
would sell the railroad to the mining firm.

supplying coal from the Coalville mines.
However, the Union Pacific’s standard
gauge E&PC reached Park City the fol-
lowing month. In 1883  the UP bought
control of the UE, and promptly shut
down the narrow gauge line. The 3-foot
gauge equipment then went to the UP’s
Utah & Northern.

Echo & Park City. In 1880,  the UP ex-
tended the E&PC, reaching the silver
“boom town” of Park City in December.

Meanwhile, Mormon interests built the
narrow gauge Utah Eastern from
Coalville, reaching Park City in November
1880 .  The UE had a contract with the
Ontario Silver Mining Co.,  and began
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These photos
show the Marsac,
one of  Park City's
largest mills. I t
was served by  the
Crescent
Tramway.
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The Crescent mines were producing
high profits from silver, lead, and zinc. In
October 1883,  Ferry purchased the near-
by Walker & Webster Mine for 50 ,000
dollars. Dividends had averaged 60,000
dollars per month, and in November were
raised to 150 ,000  dollars. A new surface
plant at the mine was being built at a cost
of 148,000  dollars.

Dyer built the Crescent Tramway to a
gauge of 30  inches using light 16-pound
mining rail (3 feet of rail weighs 16
pounds). This tramway connected the
mines with the Crescent Mining Sampler
plant and with the nearby Marsac Mill in
Park City, a total distance of about 5
miles. Grades were as  steep as  12  percent
with 50-foot radius curves.

Initially horse- and mule-powered, the
empty wooden four-wheel ore cars were
hauled upgrade and loaded cars were al-
lowed to coast down.

(text continued on page 53)
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Above: Here you can just see the Cres-
cent Tramway tracks crossing Main
Street (left to right) in Park City, Utah.
The Echo & Park City (Union Pacific)
depot is at the far left. You can see
smoke from the Ontario Silver Mining
Co. Smelter at the far end of Main
Street.

Above: Four-rail, dual-gauge track can be
seen in this 1890s photo of the Crescent
Mining Sampler mill in Park City. Note the
Union Pacific and the Oregon Railway &
Navigation boxcars.

Right: While most of Utah was known as
a "teetotaling state," due to its Mormon
influences, Park City was a "wide-open
town" with many brothels and bars. From
the spots on the floor apparent in this pho-
to of a Park City saloon, it looks many to-
bacco chewing miners missed the spit-
toons.
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The PARK RECORD reported on  Au-
gust 4,  1883,  that . the tramway is
now hauling 60  tons of ore daily.” How-
ever, heavy winter snows were making de-
liveries difficult, and the wet ore was freez-
ing in the cars.

In early 1885,  Dyer ordered a Shay
from the Lima Works and began rebuild-
ing the tramway with heavier 30-pound
rail. That summer, the new Shay, MAUD
WITHEY (named for the daughter of
Crescent President Lewis H.  Withey) ar-
rived. The new locomotive was put to
work hauling the four-wheel wooden ore
cars and supplies over grades that aver-
aged 400 feet per mile.

The Crescent Tramway tracks to the
Crescent Mining Sampler plant and the
nearby Marsac Mill & Smelter, passed in
front of the UP's ornate Park City depot
at the foot of Main Street. A small engine
house was built on  the grade just west of
town.

Silver prices and production remained
high, and the value of the ore increased as
the Crescent Mines went deeper. Water
problems in all the area mines required
huge Cornish Pumps with giant wheels.

The Salt Lake & Eastern built into
Park City from Salt Lake City in 1889,  on
a twisting 3-foot line up Parley’s Canyon
with grades of over 6 percent. This line
became part of the Rio Grande Western in
1898,  and was standard gauged in 1900
- later becoming part of the Denver & Rio
Grande System.

In about 1890 ,  it appears that the
Crescent Tramway’s tracks were extended
a short distance to the Salt Lake & East-
ern’s yards since there was some three-rail
(36-inch and 30-inch gauge) track there as
well as  some four-rail track on  the former
Summit County Railroad, now standard
gauged as the UP’s Echo & Park City.
This made for some interesting multi-
gauge track work.

In 1891,  the company ordered a sec-
ond Shay (Lima c.n. 3394), and named
her “PROSPECTOR.” The company’s
first Shay, MAUD WITHEY that had been
carrying her construction number 130 ,
was renumbered 1 ,  and PROSPECTOR
was lettered #2 .

Following the Silver Panic of 1893 ,
operations on  the Crescent Tramway,
and its associated mines and mills went
into a rapid decline as silver prices fell.
Regular runs ceased by the late 1890s .
In 1898 ,  a disastrous fire burned much
of Park City but not the facilities of the
recently renamed Crescent Mining and
Milling Company. By 1900 ,  the Cres-
cent Tramway had been abandoned, and
the rails were removed in the following
year.

In the next issue, I’ll present a selection
of photos of Park City, and its mines,
mills, and railroad. Jt.

This huge steam-powered air compressor was used at the Crescent Mine in the 1 880 and 1890s.
Compressed air powered the drills that made holes in the face of the ore body. These holes were
then packed with dynamite in order to blast out the silver ores.

References:

Hilton, George W. 1990.  American
Narrow Gauge Railroads. Stanford
University Press, Stanford, California.

Koch, Michael. 1971 .  The Shay
Locomotive - Titan of the Timber.
World Press, Denver, Colorado.
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In my search for photos and data on
the 30-inch gauge Crescent Mining Com-
pany Tramway that I wrote about in
“Along The Narrow Gauge” in the
July/August 2005 GAZETTE, I encoun-
tered so many interesting early photos of
Park City, Utah, and its railroads, mines,
and mills that I decided to share more of
them with you.

To recap, shortly after prospector Rec-
tor Steed’s 1872 discovery of a rich out-
cropping of nearly pure silver some 30
miles east of Salt Lake City, Utah, a Silver
Rush was on in the Ontario Canyon of the
Wasatch Mountains.

San Francisco mining man George
Hearst, father of the famed newspaper
mogul William Randolph Hearst, pur-
chased the Ontario Mine in late 1872.
Soon hundreds of mining claims were
staked-out on the hillsides surrounding the
mining camp of Park City, which sprang-
up in the small valley below. Unlike the
rest of Utah, which was under the influ-
ence of the Latter Day Saints, Park City
became a town with more saloons and
bawdy houses than any other town in the
territory.

Four railroads were built into the
booming town - two were 3-foot gauge,

one was standard gauge, and one was 30-
inch gauge. In 1872-1873, an attempt
was made to reach Park City by the 3-foot
gauge Summit County Railroad. The SC
built south from a connection with the re-
cently completed Union Pacific at Echo,
Utah. However, it only made it as far as
the coal banks at Coalville, 21  miles north
of Park City. Mormon interests built the
first railroad to reach Park City, the 3-foot
gauge Utah Eastern Railroad from
Coalville to Park City in 1880; but it was
soon put out of business by the Union Pa-
cific’s Echo & Park City, which standard

(text continued on page 50)

Here, on the Utah &
Northern, east of
Pocatello, Idaho, in
1881 is ex-Summit
County Railroad #1.
This 3-foot gauge
Baldwin Mogul (c.n.
3113-1/1873) was built
for the SC.
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Above: Utah Central 21, a former Utah &
Northern 2-6-0, about to leave Park City in
1892. Photo by J. H. Crockwell.

/.eft: This standard gauge Echo & Park
City train was photographed at Pulpit
Rock in Echo Canyon with a baggage
car in about 1 885.

Below: The Union Pacific's ornate depot
in Park City about 1893. Photo by J. H.
Crockwell.
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