Mark W Hemplz ill




old in your hands a map of the western United -

States. Trace with your finger the thin black line
of the Union Pacific Railroad where it strikes northeast
from Los Angeles towards Salt Lake City, Utah, every mile
plunging deeper into the heart of the desert.

This is the story of UP’s Salt Lake Route, a main line
incorporated into the South-Central District, one of three
operating entities that comprised the UP from 1937 to
1984. This story is illustrated with 260 color photographs
taken between 1948 and 1994, nine detailed maps, and
told with a thoroughly researched text drawn from origi-
nal documents, with information never before published
in a railroad history.

The story follows this railroad through dusty mountains
of ocher sand and thin shale that crunches underfoot like
the potsherds of a forgotten civilization, past hot moun-
tains of frozen lava, across basins where alkali glistens
like freshly fallen snow, and through deserts garnished
with the bleached bones of range cattle that wandered in
thirst until they stumbled and died. It follows the Union
Pacific into Utah’s farming and industrial belt, and into
the vast urban sprawl of Los Angeles.

This story tells you about the people who built and ran
this railroad, the history of all of its predecessor companies,
and its expansion and modernization to the present day.
It tells you about the geography, geology, climate, and
economy of its territory, the development, industry, and
traffic of its territory, its passenger trains and freight

trains, and its locomotives.
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and spent four years as an editor and in locomotive leas-
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