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This copy of Knowlton's "History of Highway
Development In Utah" is missing four groups of four
pages each.

Pages 121-124, missing

Pages 141-144, missing

Pages 389-392, missing

Pages 401-404, missing

Since the book was printed in-house at the UDOT
headquarters, it is likely that *all* copies are missing the
same pages.

From the February 10, 1967 Deseret News.

"Utah Highway Epic Is Told - First copies of a 943-page
book on the history of highway development in Utah
were distributed Friday to members of the State Road
Commission. Ezra C. Knowlton, former chief engineer
for the Commission, wrote the history and autographed
copies which he presented to the Commission. The
printing work was done within the Highway
Department. Binding was contracted."



Ezra Clark Knowlton died on January 9, 1979, at age 87.
He was former vice president and general manager of
Utah Sand and Gravel Products Corp, and former chief
engineer of the State Highway Department.

After receiving his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering
from the University of Utah in 1915, Mr. Knowlton
worked as a carpenter and helped in the construction of
the Capitol. After it was completed, he started with the
road commission in their engineering department, where
he stayed for 25 years. In 1937. he was appointed chief
engineer, a position he held for four years. Among his
major accomplishments was the development of a
complete maintenance program of state highways, the
adoption of low-cost oiled road construction and the
organization of the Utah State Highway Patrol. In 1942,
he left the state to act as executive vice president of Utah
Sand and Gravel. He worked there until his retirement in
1972.
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DEDICATION

' This book is dedicated to all the men and women
who during the past one hundred years have devoted their
services to the construction, maintenance, and operation
of Utah’s highways.
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FOREWORD

Anyone having occasion to do research on the
subject of roads in the state of Utah would immediately
recognize the fact that the source materials for such
research are limited in number and widespread in location.
The members of the State Road Commission, both past
and present, have been aware of this situation. However,
it was not until Mr. Ezra C. Knowlton, a former employee
of the State Road Commission for over twenty- five years
and chief engineer for four years, offered gratuitously to
undertake the painstaking task of assembling in one volume
a thoroughly researched and documented study on the
subject of the development of highways, and attendant
problems, in Utah that this project was authorized by the
State Road Commission.

Much of the information contained herein was .
known to Mr. Knowlton from his own experience and
personal contacts, and except for his tireless effort and a
compelling desire to preserve these vital elements and
interesting facts for posterity, they might have been lost
to future generations. Mr. Knowlton was assisted in his
research and compilation of information by personnel
from the research department of the State Road Commission
as well as the many other individuals and sources contacted
by him, but the format and contents are the product of
Mr. Knowlton.

This study will long stand as a monument to Mr.
Knowlton’s unselfish devotion to his work and lifelong
interest in the development and construction of roads in
the state of Utah.

STATE ROAD COMMISSION
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PREFACE

Insofar as  I am aware, this history of road de-
velopment in Utah i s  the first comprehensive documented
work of this nature to be  attempted by any state in the
nation. It is  about business which in our state at least,
over the past century, has always been of high priority,
and at  t imes of very highest priority.

The structure of a road system-  - t r ee -  like in
form-  - i s  composed of the trunk extending outward to the
limbs and from them to the smaller branches all of great
importance to its proper functioning. Throughout the past
one hundred years ,  except for a comparatively very un-
eventful per iod following the completion of the transconti-
nental railroad in 1869,  the main responsibility for Utah’s
road development, the care  of the trunk and main branches,
has been largely a state burden. Furthermore,  the pro-  .
grams and policies adopted by the state have nearly always
greatly influenced the development of county roads and
city streets which are the direct responsibili ty of local
subdivisions.

The story on the state level of the evolution of
these programs and pol icies  and their financing is the
central aim of this work.  It unfolds the role  played by the
governors and the legislature; and, each and every gover-
nor  in his time and each and every legislative sess ion,  at
least  during the past half century, has playedits  part;  but,
major  emphasis has been placed on the administration of
these programs and pol icies  within the resultant legal
framework by the state road administrative agency. This
administration includes general supervision over the ex-
penditure of public funds in the location, construction,
maintenance and operation of the State Road System.
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