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I N JUST 18 months from the daie 
· it started COo.,truCtiori, $outhcm 
Ps11:iJic Communications Company. 
has become the largest specillliZ<ld 
common carrier in its field in the 
Urul<!d St,itcs. 

No longer can SPC be shown on 
just our "Golden Empire" rail, truck 
and pipeline map. It has puttogether 
a nationwide network, and in mid
June it began car,yi.ng co:mmunica
timis traffic for its Customers from 
coast to coasl. 

"Our growth has been so rapid 
that wi,'re still a little bit out of 
breath,'' · says SPC President Gus 
Grant, •who head!S as~ of 146 peo
ple in 16 states,. ''but we're now able 
to offer moot of• the facilities and 
services our • cust<>tne.rs .wanl and 
need." 

ABOVE LEFT: K. 0. (Ken) Hice, micro• 
wave technician, Tulsa, Okla,, inspects 
Wave guide on 300•foot Sand Springs 
tower, near Tulsa. ·BELOW LEFT: SPC 
President Gus Grant, right, ~nfers with 
John J. Geier, vice J)rosldent•marketing, 
at the firm's San Francisco headquar• 
ters. BELOW: Hur1ey Kyte, left, opera· 
tions manager tor SPC's mld<entinent 
district. checks over circuit dh11gram with 
Don Greene, customer Service eneJn'eer, 
who handles Installation and engineering 
of circuits for Tulsa•area custom_~rs. 
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,: ~.,.;•·~··'·' ~ $PQ .. provides voice, data, .video 
•I:.::,.; •• imd facsimile (docwnent) trnnsmi.~ 
,, \}~: ... < : sion services · to privafe..line .custo-
·; :f:~ mers in .business, industry; cduca~ 

: ti.on 'and government.. 
Thoso services 1lre tailored.to ape

ci!ic customer need.'.-, ranging from a 
simple tcfoprintcr link between two 

· cities to a complex computer net .. 
,vork covering many locations. 

"Our·communications representa
tives conduct a thorough inveatiga.

. tion of the usor's noods and recom
mend a mix of services that will al-
most certainly give him more com
munications for less money than he. 
could :get anywhere else," explains 

. John J. Geier, SPC's vioe·president-

Map shows SPC's nationwide network. 'While coatt-to-coast service Is already under
way, SPC is leasing cin;ults for some segments of the network, pending compJetion 
of Its own facllftfes . 

markcting. of the Federal Communications 
SPC's first · customer, the Fibre, Commission enlarged the possibili, 

. board Corporation, which went "on ties for competition in the cowit.ry's 
·line" with voice and data circuits cormnunications, business. 
·ootwccn San Francisoo, Los Angele,; "The FCC decided that special-
and Phoenix.on Dc,cembcr 26, 1973, iz.ed common carrienJ collld 'help 
estimates that. the SPC hook•up meet the growing public need for 
saves that oompany about 17 per communication$ aervice," e~lains 
,·cent a year as compared to altem.a- Thoe A. 'I\iiller, SPC's·general co\Ul-
.tiVe communications OOSts. scl ''It was anticipated that ·sqch 

SP's diversification into the spe- carriers could offer greater tlexibil-
cialized communications buaine:s.i, itY., provide supplemental capital for 
was a logical move for a large and ~x- the rapidlY, ·expanding communica-

. perienccd t.ransporta.tion company. tions market and offer highly spe-
Communic.ations, aft.or au, is th~ eiali.7,ed services. The FCC also felt 
t ransportation of iniormation. tha.t. competition · would s timulate 

l:leyond that, as President B. F. the ·spread of technological innova-
Biaggjnj pointed out recently, tjons.'.! 
"Southern Pacific has been in the Edward L. Taylor, vico president 

· ~communications business for mo~ and manager of SPC's mid.-continent 

the direction of John N. Albert.son, · 
then genoral superintendent of com, 
munications-system for SoUthem 
Pacific 1'ransportation Company 
and now SPC vice president •and 
general manager. Consti-uction on 
the first segment of the line began 
in November, 1972. 

The firm'• rerrcst,ia.l system fol
lows Southern Pacific's railroad 

· right-of-way from San Francisco to 
Tucson. 

.. We share a number of microwave 
siw.s .with the Transportaiion Com• 
pan,y, •but we ·have our own cquip,
mcnt," explains Albertson. ..We 
transmit on a different frequency -
SPT is on the industrial band, and 
we're on the common carrier band." 

From Tucson to Dallns ( via Hous-
than 100 y ears. Our inunediate pre- district, o£l'el"$ aq analogy. "When 
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ABOVE: Donald Sharp, SPC project 
engineer, checks data in front of new 
SPC microwave tower- in Tucson. 8£· 
LOW: Robert A. King, manager of 
engineering. tests c ircuits at Hous• 
·ton. Ho is• supervising tile construc
tion of SPC's microwave sy,tem be
tween El Paso and Dallas. 
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LEFT: Edward L Taylor i$ vice president and manager of SPC•Mld Continent, with head• 
quarters In Tu1u. RIGHT: I. Tunis Corbell is vice president and manager .of SPC-East. 
His territory includn the Atlantic Seaboard, New England and west to Cleveland. 

ABOVE LEFT: Miki Swenson, managar, finance and administration, Tulsa, handles 
budset matters for $PC'$ mid-continent erea. ABOVE RIGHT: Tom A. Marino, left, 
manager, order control, and V. Madhva Raja, muttiplcx engineer, both at Wakefield, 
Mass., discuss engineering aspects of a customer order. BELOW LEFT: K. F. Leddick, 
manager of SPC's Atlanta, Ga., office. is directing planning and engineering ot th& 
firm's St. Lours to Chicago system. BELOW RIGHT: Ray Watley. right, SPC communl• 
cations engineer, supervises installation of alarm system at Tucson. 
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. ·~··. ·· ·. · :its own ··.J\etwOrk is completed in seated, ·sPC's western area .~tes man• I.( ·· _ ,. _ .. 

I
·. : · ·. about.:six motiths. ager, ,nd Tom A. Welch, .senior sales ·. 

i ~ o:;,:m~~~~ ,:,~ ~.~,:~. t: ::•:r~::ti:,300 miles above the h ;_~_i_:~.;,.:~_-_:_]_·. 

'.;·:,, · now has us· own microwave system, earth. SPC will tease 60 comrnunica... , 
: ··· acquired from United Video, Inc. in tions channels when th.ia system be- ·:. ::·.:~··,:••:/~·~ 
~--· ·Febniary, 1974, Frotn Sl. Louis to comes operational, wjth an opt\on to 

Chicago und New York, it is leasing increase the n\lmber of channeli; 

' . ,, 

circuits provided through \Vcstern to 240 after a year, as its market 
Union's &urface systom. 

deve]ops, 
SPC is also acquiring two ot:hcr "We're plaru1ing ()Ur facilities lo 

firmij - Video Mjcrowavc, Inc., with serve a specialized communications 
constn1ctfrm perm.its and appliCll• tna.rkct that is expected to grow 
tions before the FCC tor service be· about 25 per cent a year over the 
tween New York. Albany and Bos· next dL:.cad~,•1 Grant points out 
ton; and 'l'ransportation Microwave «We're already serving about 60 
Corp., with a microwave system in customers-,some of whom are usjng 
operation between Philadelphia and as many as 60 circuiUJ," Geier says, 
Buffalo ( via Albany ) , "and we have five times that many 

''By Jate 19i5, we will have corn- waiting to come on line - a backlog 
plc.tcd our o\\'Jl coast~ to~OW.'f. net- of a bout $3 milJfon worth of orderS. 
work (see m;.tp) with linc-of-sjght We're hooking them up a.s fast as we 
t.owe1'$ placed 1lb<>ut every 30 mil~ can.» 
along the wo.y. We expect to have A typical SPC customer is an in-
more than 300 microwave stations dustrial firm with sales offices, planW 
between Sa.n Francisco and Boston," and warehouses in several states. It 
Grant. saya. "This $45 million sy.s- USt~s SPC circuits for o privok: tclc:~ 
tmn will beet1pable of carrying 1,800 phone network. to transmit data on 
individual voice conversations in its operatforis to a oomputcr in its 
e.ach diredion. lt will serve about SO h~.adquarLcrs city, and to tclay sales 
cities in nearly cvcty metropolitan 
area of the country." 

SPC ~llso has a Jca~ ngrctmiont. 
with Western Union for use of its 
Westar domestic satellite system. 
Startin,g November 1, SPC will use 
this satellite capability to supple
ment its own su.rfa<:e network, oom
bin.ing the two t;yatemfi to provide 
the most efUcient service for its cus
lA)mer... 

"For example, we will relay long 
distance traffic horn varfous \Ve~l 
Coast point., to Western Union'ij 

·. ground station near Los Angeles," 
Grant explains. "From there it wm 
be transmithil dire.ct to the $8lellite 
and then relayed to another grc,md 
station near New York. Then it will 
.be beamed to o.ur tower on top of the 
Empire ~tate Building for trnnsmis
!iion .io ·cu.c;tonu~rs i.n eas tern cities. 
Ylcstcrn,Union, in tum, will use our 
surface .system to carry its traffic to 
.major cities in the Southwest." 
, , Tho first of two .satollite,s for the 

,,--::,:, , : "'Westar system :bas already been 

t;,:1,ft_'.i:i :1'.";_ched a.nd ;,-now ma •ynchro.•· 
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reports, charts and other written ma! :· 
terial by facsimile to its principal 
offioes. 

SPC uaera include an interstate 
chain o! men's clothing sto;es, a 
bank with scweral branches, a · bro
kerage firm ( which uses a private 
line to carry stock quot3tions) > an 
insurance company, a gasoJine pro
duc:er a.nd distributor, a truck line 
and a major food processor. 

"SPC will design and deliver a 

( Cond,ulctl 011 page 13) 
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