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In the Matter of the Application of 
UTAH LIGHT AND TRACTION COEPANY for 
permission to remove certain· unused 
tracks of its street car system in 
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Submitted: August 21, 1935 Decided: August 22, 1936 

Appearances: 

A. C. Inman, Attorney, 
Gerald Irvine, 11 

Harold B. Lee, Commis-
sioner, 

for the Applicant 
11 Salt Lake City 

II Salt Lake City Street 
Department. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

By the Commission: 

The above entitled application of the. Utah Li @l t & ~rra.ction 

Company was filed \'11th the Commission on August 1, 1936. Said appli

cation came on regularly for h earinc before the Cornmi ssion at its of

fice· in Salt Lake City, Utah on August 21, 19 36 after due and le e;al 

notice given to interested parties. Proof of publication of notice 

of hearing was filed with the Commission and accepted as part of t he 

record. There were no protests entered at the hear ine; against grant

ing of the application, but on the contrary the City authorities of 

Salt Lake City joined with the Traction Company in ask ing for t h e re

moval. of its unused tracks on certain streets in Salt Lake Cj_ ty, Utah. 

From the testimony introduced and the record nnd files in 

the case, the Commission now finds: 

That applicant, Utah Light & Traction Company , is a corpora

tion in the State of Utah, with its principal place of business at 

Salt Lake City, Utah. A copy of applicant's Articles of Incorpora

tion are on file in the office of the Commissiono 

That applicant operates an electric s t reet railway , trolley 

coach, and motor bus system in Salt Lake City, and also in Salt Lake 
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and Davis• Counties. As a part of applicant's street railway systera, 

applicant owns certain street railway tracks, together with poles, 

overhead wires, and other equipment in connection therewith on certain 

streets in Salt Lake City as h~reinafter mor~ specifically describedo 

Said tracks and equipment were formerly used by Petitioner for the op

eration of street cars on its R_outes Nos. 1 and 2, as a part of Peti

tioner's street railway system in Salt Lake City; but Petitioner al

leges said tracks and equipment are no longer used by Petitioner or 

are useful in the rendering of Petitioner's trcnsportation service to 

the public, for the reason that street car service over said tracks, 

and all of them, has heretofore beep abandoned and automobile bus ser

vice instituted by Petitioner in lieu thereof and Petitioner alle ges 

that all the localities formerly served by street cars overating over 

said tracks hereinafter described ai·e non served by automobile bus 

lines of Petitioner, and that said tracks are no lon[:;er used by or use

ful to the Petitioner for any purpose. The tracks hereinabove refer

red to are more specifically described as follows: 

"All of Petitioner's tracks, over
head wires and other equipment beginning at 
the intersection of State Street and Firs t 
Avenue, thence East along First Avenue to 
B Street, thence i~orth along B Street to the 
terminus of said tracks at !Hnth Avenue; al
so, beginning at the intersection of B. Street 
and Sixth Avenue, thence East along Sixth 
Avenue to the terminus of said tracks at !T 
Street, all in Salt Lake City , Utah." 

The tracks hereinabove described, and authority for the removal . 

of which is now requested, are shown on ":8xh ibit A" attached to Peti

tioner's application and hereby referred to and made a 11art hereof o 

Petitioner seeks authority to remove all of its tracks, po l e s, 

overhead wires, and other equipment hereinabove described for tho fol

lowing reasons: 

(a) Salt Lake City Corporation has requested Petitioner to 

remove said tracks so that the present track zone can be resurfaced 

and improved. 

(b) Said street railway track s end equipment w~1i ch Pet itioner 

desires to remove ore no longer nece s sary in the service of the pub-



I 

ii 
- 3 -

l1o, and are not used by or in any \lay useful to Petitioner in ren

dering its present transportation service as a public utility. 

(c) Said proposed removal : of track and equipment will not 

require any change whatever in -:;11e pr esent street railm1y , trolley 

coach or gasoline motor bus service now beinr.; ren dered by Pet i tioner 

in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

(d) The gasoline motor bus lines now beine opera te d. by Peti

tioner on its said Routes Nos. 1 and 2 satisfy all needs of t h e pub

lic, and of the localities adj~cent to said lines, and neither the pub

lic convenience or .. necessity requires the retention by Petitioner of 

said tracks and equipment hereinabove describ~d. 

In connection Viitb. applicant's request to remove its tracks 

and other equipment on its Routes Hos. 1 and 2, specifically described 

above, it is shown that under the date of Au gust 3, 1935 t h is Cam

mission issued its order authorizine; Petitioner, among o ther t h in r£s, 

to substitute gasoline motor bus service in lieu of street car service 

on Petitioner's Ninth Avenue line, Route No. 1, and Si:>: t h Avenue line, 

Route No. 2; and to remov~ its tracks a nd equipment from that portion 

of its Ninth Avenue line from B Street to K Street, in Salt Lake City, 

Utah. Pursuant to said order Petitioner has substituted nnd is now 

operating automobile bus service on said Routes Nos. 1 ond 2; and 

has removed its tracks and equipment from tl1.at portion of its Route 

No. 1 formerly located on Ninth Avenue, said track removal beinc; as 

shown in dotted red lines on "Ex.11.ibi t A" attached to the ap plic ntion 

in this petition and hereby referred to and made a part lr reof. 

From the reco1~d and files in the case, the Commi ssionnov1 f inds 
,;' 

that public convenience and necessity no lo.n Ber requires the use and 

maintenance of said tracks and equipment with vr h ich the application 

deals. The Commission finds fu:.'ther that the elimination of tracks 

and equipment from t hese part iculai· streets in Salt Lake City will 

improve suoh streets and will be to the advantage of veh icular travel. 

The elimination of said tracks a nd other equipment vrill not jeopardize 

the transportation now beins afforded to the residents of Salt Lake 
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City, but · on the other hand should result in easier and more satis

factory operation of motor buses over these st:reets. That the rea

sons set forth above and referred to as (a), (b), (c), and(d) in the 

application of the Petitioner are correct as · stated. 

NOVT THEREFORE, by reason of the premises and. reco r cl and files 

in the case, all of vrhich are hereby expressly referred to and made 

a part hereof, the Commission concludes and decides th at the applica

tion of the Utah Light & Traction Company to remove certain of its 

unused tracks and equipment from the streets hereinabove described in 

Salt Lake City, should be granted. 

An ~ppropriate order will follow: 

> 
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